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Michael Garrell & James Klippel
Gerrell Associates, Inc. 
Suwanee, Georgia
Photos by Peter Fownes

Each year, the design competition
submittals are put on display in a
prominent room at the AIBD Annual

Convention. At times during the
annual convention, those in atten-
dance review the submittals and vote
for the entry that most impresses
them. At the end of the event, those
votes are tallied and the DesignerÕs
Choice award is given at the Black Tie

Optional Awards Gala, always the last
night of the annual convention. This
yearÕs choice is another outstanding
example of quality design. An inter-
esting aside, the DesignerÕs Choice
award went to a project that didnÕt
win any awards in its submitted cate-
gory. Regardless, this award is proba-
bly the most rewarding accolade of
the competition, because the winner
is chosen by their peers. 

Gary Collier
Gary B. Collier Designs
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Photos by Gary B. Collier

This exquisite project reflects a
sophisticated use of natural materials
and earth toned products to create a

serene but classic home that anyone
would appreciate and enjoy! The finite
details of tree branches creating designs
in the porticos and railing, the stone
patterns of rocks in the driveway and
paths, the combination of pine boards
and cedar shake given this home the

feeling of oneness with the outdoors.
What was particularly impressive to the
judges is that this was a remodel project
starting from a very meagerly sized
home. Most of us would have scrapped
the initial home but that was not an
option for this designer due to zoning
restrictions. In the end, the design solu-
tion created a vacation home that was
as breathtaking and dramatic as the
views surrounding it.
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Best of Show

DesignerÕs Choice
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Paul Studer
Studer Residential Designs, Inc.
Cold Spring, Kentucky
Photos by Exposures Unlimited, Ron
and Donna Kolb

A community center that displays an
equestrian ambiance and white ÒHorse
ParkÓ fencing that borders the area sets
the tone for this residential lifestyle. A
beautiful lake is the central focal point

of the yard and this house enjoys a view
from the rear to the pristine water out-
side. Stone walls in the entry and repeat-
ed in the Great Room combine with a
wood beamed ceiling to carry the rustic
theme throughout. The highlight of this
country manor is the inviting outdoor
summer living room with stone floor,
rock fireplace, wood beamed ceiling and
magnificent lake view.

Gary Collier
Gary B. Collier Designs
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Photos by Gary B. Collier

This home was designed to appeal
to a successful client looking for a Òget-
a-wayÓ second home, who appreciates
luxury presented in a casual yet elegant

and timeless style. The use of wood and
stone throughout this home brings the
outdoors inside. The natural materials
and nature-inspired details create a
design that integrates well to its wooded
lake environment. The boathouse and
veranda reflect the same architectural
details of the main home yet it accom-
modates life perfectly for lake living.

First Place
Custom Luxury (4,001 Ð 5,000 sq. ft.)

First Place
Custom Luxury (5,001 Ð 6,500 sq. ft.)
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Gary Collier
Gary B. Collier Designs
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Photos by Gary B. Collier

This site required the designer to
remodel the existing home rather than
build new, due to zoning restrictions.
Additions were allowed on both sides of
the existing home but only to site limita-
tions. The stunning water views and natural

landscape helped to define and shape the
overall design. Particular attention was
given to the Gallery connecting to the
Foyer, with a dramatic curved wall sur-
rounding it on the main level. A soaring
cupola above allows light to flood in, con-
tinuing to the terrace level gallery below.
The result is a home that blends well with
the environment. It is an amazing trans-
formation from the original house.

Michael E. Nelson
Nelson Design Group, LLC
Jonesboro, Arkansas
Rendering by Nelson Design Group, LLC

This traditional design with rear ori-
entation was created for an increasing
demand for in-laws suites. Numerous
amenities throughout this design provide

flexibility for the owner. Built-ins pro-
vide additional luxuries such as a com-
puter center. Future expansion for a
home theater is possible with the upper
bonus room. The exterior created excel-
lent curb appeal and the two dormers
bring a touch of classical charm.

First Place
Renovation (finished space over 1,501 sq. ft.)

First Place
Published Designs
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Allen Beaumont 
Beaumont & Associates, Inc.
Altamonte Springs, Florida
Illustrations by Beaumont and 
Associates, Inc.

The purpose for construction draw-
ings is to communicate to everyone
involved the vision of the designer and
the methods with which to make that
vision a reality. With todayÕs technology,

computerized drafting enables the
designer to communicate a thought
with near perfect precision. The winner
of this category fully utilizes the mod-
ern tools available to display ornate
interior and exterior detailing. In addi-
tion, the designer added the element of
a hand drawn rendering to add an artis-
tic flair that puts it over the top in this
category.

James A. Wright
Residential Designed Solutions, Inc.
Columbus, Ohio
Illustrations by James A. Wright

The design problem was to design a
home for a fictitious professional family
that wishes to own a duplex, consisting of a
main house and a secondary attached

dwelling on their suburban New England
site. The secondary space will be used as a
rental space with the thought of accommo-
dating the ownerÕs elderly parents in the
future. The property sets on a street corner
with each of the two facades designed to
welcome neighbors and have separate indi-
vidual outdoor spaces. The designer

achieved this solution through creating a
home in a Georgian style shingle home
with corner pilasters and elegant entry
porch details. The cape was designed to
look like it was constructed in the early
1800Õs with eight over twelve cottage win-
dows and authentic details throughout.
The interior however, is designed to suit
those who want single floor living without
a reduction in lifestyle. The judges were
impressed with the exterior fa•ade seeming
as one residential unit even though they
were two distinct homes and living spaces.

Working Drawings

First Place

Design Solutions

First Place
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Custom Luxury 
(under 2,999 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Chuck Harrison
Chuck Harrison Residential Design
Easton, Pennsylvania
Honor Award
Chris Vaughn
Gardo Design Group, LLC
Cordova, Tennessee

Custom Luxury 
(3,000 Ð 4,000 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Richard Guzman
R.G. Designs, Inc.
Bonita Springs, Florida
Honor Award
Chris Vaughn
Gardo Design Group, LLC
Cordova, Tennessee

Custom Luxury 
(4,001 Ð 5,000 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Gary W. Gardo
Gardo Design Group, LLC
Cordova, Tennessee
Honor Award
Raymond Mack Braxton
RMB Building & Design, LLC
Wilmington, North Carolina

Custom Luxury 
(5,001 Ð 6,500 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Raymond Mack Braxton
RMB Building & Design, LLC
Wilmington, North Carolina
Honor Award
Joe Ahmann
Ahmann Design, Inc.
Hiawatha, Iowa

Custom Luxury 
(6,501 sq. ft. and over)
Honor Award of Excellence
Alan Kent
Kent & Kent, Inc.
Houston, Texas

Renovation
(finished space over 1,501 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Alan Abrams
Abrams Design Build
Washington, DC
Honor Award
Alan Kent
Kent & Kent, Inc.
Houston, Texas

Published Designs
Honor Award of Excellence
James A. Wright
Residential Design Solutions, Inc.
Columbus, Ohio
Honor Award
Michael E. Nelson
Nelson Design Group, LLC
Jonesboro, Arkansas

Un-Built Design 
(under 3,250 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Michael Garrell & James Klippel
Garrel Associates, Inc.
Suwanee, Georgia

Un-Built Design 
(over 3,250 sq. ft.)
Honor Award of Excellence
Viki Wooster
Wooster Design Inspirations
Bend, Oregon
Honor Award
Michael Garrell & James Klippel

Garrel Associates, Inc.
Suwannee, Georgia

Working Drawings
Honor Award of Excellence
Marshall Wallman
Curt Hofer Construction
Omaha, Nebraska
Honor Award
Alan Kent
Kent & Kent, Inc.
Houston, Texas

Commercial
Honor Award of Excellence
Harvey Dean Prickett
Dean Architects
Anchorage, Alaska

Special Thanks
Without the commitment and efforts
of our distinguished panel of judges,
the AIBD 55th Annual Design Com-
petition would have not been possible.
Mike Battaglia, AIBD
Competition Chairperson
Michael J. Battaglia Residential Design
Dayton, Ohio
Doug Bowman, FAIBD
Doug Bowman Designs, Inc.
Midlothian, Virginia
Brian Gay
Centex Homes
Jacksonville, Florida
Robert Juengert, AIBD, AIA
NCBDC
Walnut Creek, California
Kevin Young, AIBD
Kevin Young Designers, Inc
Houston, Texas
A.J. Paron-Wildes
Bellacor.com
Mendota Heights, Minnesota

OTHER AWARD
WINNERS
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